ABOUT THE GHETTOS THEMATIC TOUR:  

It will help in your presentation to understand the structure and logic of the sequence of slides in this thematic tour.

The approach was to first look at ghettos in general by:

· Examining the role that ghettos played in the Nazi plan to isolate, dehumanize, and ultimately eliminate the Jewish people from countries they invaded and controlled.
· Examining aspects of ghetto life common to all ghettos including the daily struggle to survive, administration of ghettos, and unarmed resistance.

Four ghettos were selected for closer examination, specifically because each of these contribute in unique ways to our understanding of life within the ghetto system and the Jewish response to it.
· Piotrków-Trybunalski was selected because it was the first ghetto established in Poland after the Nazi invasion on September 1, 1939.
· Lodz was selected because the photos of Henryk Ross provide a glimpse into those he was tasked with creating for propaganda purposes, and those he created surreptitiously to document the reality of life in the Lodz ghetto.
· Terezin was selected because the ghetto was used perpetrate a propaganda hoax intended to obfuscate the actual purpose of ghettos; that the Nazi’s permitted some measure of a cultural life allows us to see the mechanisms the Jewish people used to resist and to inform the world of the unimaginable… thus the drawings of children and  the work of Eric Lichtblau-Leskly are highlighted in this ghetto story.  And finally, the film, created, but never released, as another propaganda instrument. 
· Warsaw was selected because of the work of Emanual Ringelblum in saving a detailed record of daily life to inform the world of what happened there, and for the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.   
NOTE THAT THE WARSAW GHETTO SECTION FOLLOWS DEPORTATION INTENTIONALLY because the Warsaw Ghetto uprising occurred when it became known that the deportations were the end of the line for the Jewish people confined in the ghetto.
