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Illinois Marks $15 Million U.S. Contribution to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation in Poland at Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center

Grant will safeguard the Auschwitz-Birkenau site to preserve the memory of the atrocities of the Holocaust

SKOKIE, IL – Today, the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center welcomed the Polish Consul General, Zygmunt Matynia, and three members of the Illinois Congressional Delegation, Reps. Luis V. Gutierrez, Jan Schakowsky and Mike Quigley at an event to mark a $15 million grant to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation to preserve the memory of the Holocaust. The grant, announced by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in July, resulted in part from a Congressional effort, led by Rep. Gutierrez, to urge the President and the Secretary to fund the preservation of the museum marking the epicenter of the Holocaust. 

“We all have a shared international interest and responsibility in ensuring that the history and lessons of the Holocaust and other acts of genocide are preserved so that future atrocities may be prevented,” Richard Hirschhaut, executive director, Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center said. “These funds will help preserve one of the most widely recognized symbols of the Holocaust. Today, we are honored to host these visionary leaders who are committed to educating and informing many generations of people of the injustice and horror of the Holocaust and honor the U.S. commitment to the preservation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp.”                                                               

Over the last few years, the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center has publicly advocated intervention and support by the international community for the Auschwitz-Birkenau site. Last year, more than 1.3 million people visited Auschwitz-Birkenau and were able to learn and understand the horrors of genocide.

Beginning in Fiscal Year 2012, the U.S. Department of State will contribute $15 million over five years to a 120 million Euro endowment to safeguard and preserve the Auschwitz-Birkenau site. Many are already concerned that the site is the target of vandalism and that the buildings are falling into disrepair due to their original design as a temporary building. Keeping these sites intact as they were over sixty years ago is essential to Auschwitz-Birkenau remaining a powerful testament of the evil individuals are capable of visiting upon their fellow human beings.

“When I heard about the disrepair and the jeopardy facing the Auschwitz-Birkenau site, I wanted to do something,” said Rep. Gutierrez, who spearheaded the bipartisan House effort. “So I reached out to my colleagues in the House to get a letter to the President and Secretary Clinton.  The response was great, especially from my colleagues in Illinois. I think there is a special connection to Poland and special connection to the events of the Holocaust here in the Chicagoland area, so it is fitting and appropriate that the Illinois delegation took the lead.”
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Chicago area Members of Congress who supported Rep. Gutierrez in this effort include Reps. Daniel Lipinski, Mike Quigley, Bobby Rush, Jan Schakowsky, and Aaron Schock.  In total, forty-five Members of Congress joined Rep. Gutierrez' effort to urge the President and Secretary of State to invest in the preservation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau site.


Likely the last international institution of its kind built with the active participation of Holocaust survivors, the Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center is the largest facility in the Midwest dedicated to preserving the memories of those lost in the Holocaust and to teaching current generations to fight hatred, indifference and genocide in today’s world.
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