
The Illinois Holocaust Museum &
Education Center opened to the
public on April 19, 2009. More
than 12,000 guests from across

the country attended the ceremony held
in a tent on the grounds of the new
facility.  President Bill Clinton and
Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel, among
others, spoke at the event.

More than just a celebration of
completing the new museum, the day
marked the fulfillment of a promise held
by the hundreds of leadership, staff,
volunteers and dedicated community
members who pledged to uphold the
museum’s mission to remember the past
and transform the future.  

Rainy weather did not keep the crowds
away. Ninety buses shuttled guests to the
site where they were first treated to a

performance by Israeli hip-hop violinist
Miri Ben Ari.  

In addition to keynote speakers Wiesel
and President Clinton, the program
featured Governor Pat Quinn; Sara J.
Bloomfield, Director of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum;  
Dr. Steven B. Nasatir, President of the
Jewish Federation of Metropolitan
Chicago; Museum Board President 
Sam Harris; Museum Executive Director
Rick Hirschhaut; Museum Campaign
Chair J.B. Pritzker; Skokie Mayor George
Van Dusen; German Ambassador Klaus
Scharioth and hate crime survivor
Sherialyn Byrdsong.  Rabbi Herman
Schaalman  led an invocation and Father
John Pawlikowski closed the afternoon
with a special benediction.  

The ceremony was enhanced by moving
messages from world leaders.  President
Barack Obama, Israeli President Shimon
Peres, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton,
and Steven Spielberg sent congratulations
via video.  The Soul Children of Chicago,
an inner-city youth choir, performed
several numbers and Cantor Steven
Stoehr led a memorial hymn.

Remarks focused on the significance of
creating the museum.  Though a true
celebration, the event was tempered by
the seriousness of the museum’s mission
and the ongoing need to provide
education about the Holocaust, modern
genocides, and their implications for our
world today. 

Following the two-hour ceremony, 
the museum opened its doors to welcome
the first public guests. The day marked
the culmination of years of planning 
and hard work for many involved, 
but is just the beginning of a long 
future dedicated to educating and
transforming the lives of the thousands 
of visitors who will pass through the
museum doors each year. ■

Clinton, Wiesel, Over 12,000 Guests  
Celebrate Grand Opening

Museum Executive Director Rick Hirschhaut 
welcomes Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel.

Museum Campaign Chair J. B. Pritzker greets
President Bill Clinton.
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Board President Sam Harris with Susan Van Dusen and Skokie Mayor
George Van Dusen.

Elie Wiesel delivers his remarks to a crowd of more than 12,000.

Dear Friends:

I have been waiting
for a long time to
share these words
with you.  Whenever
I had the opportunity
to report to you, I
would mention which

milestone we had reached in our
marathon undertaking.  After nearly a
decade of planning and effort, we have
arrived at the finish line.  The Illinois
Holocaust Museum & Education
Center is a reality.

For us, the Holocaust survivors, the
opening of the museum marked a
resounding victory, one in which we
take great pride and which, at the same
time, humbles us.  That so many others

were willing to do so much to create this
wonderful museum means more than we
can express.

April 19 was just the beginning of an
amazing new journey.  Each day the
museum doors open to admit visitors
and students of all ages and back-
grounds, and it is exciting. The exhibit
spaces and galleries, passages and
stairways, classrooms and event halls
are filled with people.  

For the Holocaust survivors this is 
living proof that we have helped create 
a vibrant facility through which 
education can be carried out successfully.
We fully intend to continue to play an
active role in conveying the universal
lessons of the Holocaust for as long 
as we can.  But we are secure in the

knowledge that the museum will 
continue to share our experiences and 
teach what became of our families, our
communities, and our world to future 
generations, long after we can no
longer do so.  We have entrusted 
this legacy, which the Illinois Holocaust
Museum & Education Center embodies
and perpetuates:  Remember the Past,
Transform the Future.

My heartfelt thanks go out to each and
every one of you, too many to mention
here, who have supported us and enabled
us to reach this day.

Thank you,

Samuel R. Harris
Board President
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A diverse and enthusiastic audience of all ages celebrated the museum opening. President Clinton tours the museum with Barbara Berger and Evette Simon.
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Dear Friends:

Just a few short
months ago, we joined
together to celebrate 
the momentous opening
of the Illinois
Holocaust Museum 
& Education Center.    

Since then, it has been remarkable to
watch this institution come to life.
Over 30,000 people of all ages and
backgrounds, faiths, and nationalities
have streamed through our doors 
already.  Through our dynamic 
exhibitions and innovative programs,
our visitors have benefited from a 

multitude of powerfully transformative
experiences.  We are giving voice to our
mission to teach the universal lessons
of the Holocaust to combat hatred, 
intolerance and genocide. 

The following pages illustrate the joy
and exultation of these opening weeks.
Immediately after the grand opening, 
we launched an ambitious programming
schedule, and in the weeks ahead, our
programs and community briefings will
continue to advance our commitment 
to being a thought leader and real-time
voice on issues of intolerance and
extremism affecting our world today. 

My sincere gratitude goes out to the

entire community for embracing our
institution in these opening weeks.  
Our docents and volunteers have been
outstanding, welcoming each visitor
with a smile and helping navigate the
intricacies of this incredible building.  
To those who have contributed to our
capital campaign, thank you again for
your support.  If you have not done 
so already, please visit the museum 
to experience the first-rate institution
that you have helped create.

Thank you,

Richard S. Hirschhaut
Executive Director

Dozens of volunteers worked tirelessly to ensure that the Public Grand
Opening was a success.

Among the notables addressing the huge crowd was Governor Pat Quinn.

Israeli violinist Miri Ben Ari performs before the start of the Grand Opening ceremony. The Soul Children of Chicago perform during the program.
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Danny, Laurence, Florence and Debbi Spungen at the Inaugural Gala. Board Vice President Aaron Elster with Marty and Cipora Katz.

Survivor Fritzie Fritzshall and former Secretary of State Colin Powell light a
candle in memory of Holocaust victims.

Nancy Keprta, Don Keprta, Wynona Redmond and Bobby Wright at the Gala.

Dear Friends: 

Spring storms and
cold temperatures
notwithstanding, this
has been quite a sea-
son. The gala dinner
was our largest ever,

the opening was an enormous success
and, most important, the museum is
open for business and attracting 
thousands of adult and student visitors.
I walk through the museum and I am
filled with pride and gratitude.  I watch
survivors and their families stroll the
Karkomi Permanent Exhibition galleries,

sharing stories and a few tears. They
point out artifacts that they have 
contributed and video testimony that
will enable their stories to be remembered
forever. I watch children exploring the
fascinating and imaginative Miller
Family Youth Exhibition, learning that
being an “upstander” is far better than
being a “bystander” in this challenging
world. I watch staff members who eat,
sleep and breathe this museum, so 
dedicated are they to our mission. I see
donors simply overwhelmed with the
knowledge that they have helped make
this museum happen. 

My pride and my gratitude are 
unending. Thanks to all who have
given of themselves to build this 
museum and education center.  May
we go from strength to strength, and
may this museum serve always as a
beacon of light and inspiration to the
world. Stay with us…this is only 
the beginning. 

Thank you,

J. B. Pritzker
Capital Campaign Chair
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The Illinois Holocaust Museum &
Education Center Grand Opening
events kicked off on April 2 with a
Gala Fundraising Dinner held in a
huge tent on the museum grounds.
Keynote speaker former Secretary 
of State Colin Powell addressed a 
record-breaking 2,700 guests, who
together raised nearly $2 million to
support museum operations.  

Secretary Powell delivered a moving
speech dotted with humor discussing 
his youth in a culturally mixed 
neighborhood.  That diverse back-
ground was his ideal preparation for 

a life of service to the United States,
from his time leading troops in the
military to working as Secretary of
State throughout the world, to his 
current work providing a better future
for inner-city youth.  

In a break with previous dinners, 
this Inaugural Gala did not honor any
select individuals.  Rather, the gala
celebrated and honored all those who
worked together to create the new
museum and education center.
Museum Board Vice President 
Howard Swibel received a special
award for his years of service and 

devotion to the organization.  

Legendary Chicago newsman 
Bill Kurtis emceed the evening.  
As storms rattled the tent, guests
viewed a video tour featuring 
architect Stanley Tigerman.  Speakers
included Illinois Governor Pat Quinn,
Board President Sam Harris, Board
Vice Presidents Fritzie Fritzshall and
Aaron Elster, Campaign Chair J. B.
Pritzker, Executive Director Rick
Hirschhaut, Rabbi Vernon Kurtz and
Francis Cardinal George. ■

General Colin Powell addresses the Inaugural Gala.

Record Attendance Marks Inaugural Gala

Ann and Jim Goodman greet architects Stanley Tigerman and Margaret McCurry. The Inaugural Gala is celebrated by 2,700 guests under an enormous tent.

Museum Board Vice President Howard Swibel receives special acknowledgment for his
years of service from President Sam Harris.



The museum’s Inaugural Symposium,
“Media and Legal Perspectives on
Genocide Awareness and Prevention”
was held on April 20, 2009 in the
museum’s Lillian & Larry Goodman
Auditorium.  The first formal event 
following the museum’s public grand
opening, the seminar attracted a wide
array of students, scholars and members
of the public.

During the first session, moderated by
Bill Kurtis, panelists reviewed how the

media has covered genocide in the 
context of their generation, discussed
current challenges to reporting, and
explored opportunities to have an
impact on one of the greatest moral and
humanitarian issues in today’s world. 

The second session focused on the role
of the courts in prosecuting genocide.
Moderator David Scheffer, United
States Ambassador-at-Large for War
Crimes Issues during the Clinton
Administration, led the participants in 

a wide-ranging discussion exploring
recent developments in tribunals 
occurring worldwide.  

Following the panel discussion, guests
moved to a luncheon in Museum Hall
featuring keynote speaker Ambassador
Stuart E. Eizenstat. Over more than 
three decades of public service in three
United States administrations, Eizenstat
has become an expert on international
law and issues affecting Holocaust era
restitution. ■
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Ambassador Stuart Eizenstat addresses the audience during the luncheon.Legendary Chicago newsman Bill Kurtis moderates the first symposium panel.

Symposium Focuses on Genocide, Media, International Justice

A group of students from Great Lakes Naval Base at the post-symposium lunch. Ambassador David Scheffer moderates the day’s second panel.
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Leaders of all faiths and denominations
gathered at the museum on April 17 
for an Interfaith Leadership Breakfast
hosted by the museum as part of the
grand opening events.  More than 100
guests attended the catered breakfast 
in Museum Hall. Leaders of several

different faiths guided the assembly 
in prayer.  Eboo Patel, founder and
Executive Director of Chicago’s
Interfaith Youth Corps, was the featured
speaker.  Patel was recently appointed
by President Obama to the Advisory
Council of the White House Office of

Faith-Based and Neighborhood
Initiatives, where he is working to real-
ize the President’s priority of interfaith
cooperation, and is the author of the
book, “Acts of Faith.” ■

Interfaith Breakfast Brings Together Chicago Leaders

The capacity crowd was intent on the message of interfaith understanding.Clergy members from throughout Chicago attended the breakfast.

Msgr. Ken Velo of DePaul University, Executive Director Rick Hirschhaut, 
and Rabbi Stephen Hart of Temple Chai addressed the gathering.

Board President Sam Harris, Imam Senad Agic, Museum Campaign Chair 
J. B. Pritzker, and guest speaker Eboo Patel.



Director of Corporate Relations Patty White, Maggie Daley, Youth Educator
Alexis Storch, Campaign Chair J. B. Pritzker, Mayor Daley & Board member
Fritzie Fritzshall explore the Miller Family Youth Exhibition.

Students participate with Gerda Weissman Klein in a candle lighting ceremony.
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Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley held
his annual Holocaust Remembrance
Day at the newly opened museum on
May 5.  Featuring activist Survivor
Gerda Weisman Klein, the event was
attended by more than 300 guests,
completely filling Museum Hall.
Mayor Daley hosted more than 100
high school students from throughout

the city.  Following a moving 
presentation by Mrs. Klein, several 
students joined with survivors and 
rescuers in a candle lighting ceremony.

The eventful morning also included
tours and a special luncheon for the
students involved.  Although this was
the first time Mayor Daley has taken
the event outside the city limits, he

announced during his remarks that he
intends to continue the partnership 
with the museum in years to come.  
Mayor Daley’s Holocaust Remembrance
Day proved to be an extraordinary
addition to the museum’s opening
events. ■

Gerda Weisman Klein, Maggie Daley and Mayor Richard Daley.

Mayor Daley Brings Remembrance Day to the Museum

Executive Director Rick Hirschhaut, Board Vice President Howard Swibel,
Mayor Daley, Board President Sam Harris, Skokie Mayor George Van Dusen,
and Board member Rick Salomon.



Members of the Women’s Leadership Committee.

The sold-out crowd was completely captivated by Hannah Senesh’s story 
of bravery and selflessness.

Lonia Mosak  and  Doris Lazarus with filmmaker Roberta Grossman.

Committee Members Eileen Kugman, Rochelle Rosenblum, Jacquie Salomon,
Betty Schwartz and Susie Karkomi.

Nearly 400 local women gathered at
the museum on April 28, 2009, for a
special screening of the documentary
“Blessed is the Match.”  Hosted by the
museum’s Women’s Leadership
Committee, the evening featured 
museum tours, hors d’oeuvres and
wine, and a question-and-answer session
with filmmaker Roberta Grossman. 

The film tells the story of Hannah
Senesh, a young Hungarian Jew who

escaped to Palestine at the start of
World War II.  Trained by the British
government to run parachute missions
into Yugoslavia to help save the Jews 
of Hungary, Senesh was arrested at 
the border, imprisoned, and tortured 
for refusing to divulge details of her 
missions.  She was eventually executed
by firing squad.  Today, Hannah Senesh
remains an Israeli national hero and 
her poetry is known worldwide. ■

“Blessed is the Match” Attracts 400
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Enid Rehbock and Judi Mack greeting guests.



Annual Gershanov Awards Honor Local Students
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The 2009 Leo & Antonia Gershanov
Memorial Student Arts & Writing
Contest Awards were presented on
Sunday, May 17.  More than 600
entries were submitted to this year’s
contest from Illinois students in grades
7 through 12, addressing the theme
“Memory Keepers—Transform 
the Future.”   

Approximately 170 students, their
friends and family, and community
members, including contest sponsors
Peter and Ann Gershanov and Skokie
Mayor George Van Dusen, attended
the awards event.  Two dozen students
received U.S. Savings Bonds for their
poetry, short stories, artwork and musical
compositions at the ceremony.  

Top honors went to Kathleen Renée
Chester, sophomore at Indian Creek
High School in Shabbona, Illinois.
Her poem, “War Is Not Only an
External Conflict,” was recognized
with the Gershanov Prize for best
exemplifying the contest theme. ■

Award winners Emily Jean Roberts, Rosary High School, Aurora; Sarah Owens,
Viking Middle School, Gurnee; Zach Beyer, Viking Middle School, Gurnee; 
Alexandra Lozano, Buffalo Grove High School.

Museum Board President Sam Harris and Skokie Mayor George Van Dusen
congratulate Kathleen Renée Chester, recipient of the Gershanov Prize.

Young Donors Bake for Museum

Elm Place School 6th Graders and families in the Miller Family 
Youth Exhibition.

A group of industrious, philanthropic
10-year olds gathered recently to 
present a check for $678 to the new
Illinois Holocaust Museum &

Education Center. Entering sixth grade
at Elm Place School, the 13 girls did
their own baking, packaging and 
selling. Following presentation of the

check, the young donors, parents and
grandparents spent time in the museum’s
Miller Family Youth Exhibition. ■

The state-of-the-art technology fascinated the young visitors.



When you visit the museum, make sure to stop by the Legacy Shop for:

• A diverse collection of books for adults and children
• Unique Judaica from around the world
• Beads for Life jewelry, created by the women of Uganda
• Fair Earth products
• A large selection of museum merchandise including the museum book, Memory and Legacy
• One-of-a-kind jewelry selections

The Legacy Shop is located as you exit the building and is open during regular museum hours. 

Executive Director Rick Hirschhaut, Campaign Chair J.B. Pritzker, and Harvey L. Miller,
center, with his son Steve, daughter Lori, son-in-law Tony, and grandson Jacob.

Retail Manager Frank Weissman with volunteers Sheryl Weissman 
and Ann Hoenig

Volunteers Stan Stein and Terri Argentar review a copy of the museum book,
Memory and Legacy.

The Miller Family Youth Exhibition 
was dedicated in a ceremony on June 6,
2009.  The dedication and celebration 
of this special space for children to

learn and explore the ways that they
interact with the world around them 
featured a performance by storyteller
Nancy Shapiro-Pikelny.  Donor Harvey

Miller also spoke to the importance of
educating young people.  Guests enjoyed
the many interactive exhibits in this
wonderful space, as well as refreshments. ■

The Miller Family Youth Exhibition

Storyteller Nancy Shapiro-Pikelny and guests at the dedication.
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Alexander Peytchev, Consul of Bulgaria; Zygmunt Matynia, Consul General of
Poland; Marek Skolil, Consul General of the Czech Republic; Rick Hirschhaut,
James Clark, Consul General of Great Britain; Willem Schiff, Consul General
of the Netherlands; Eric Harkna, Honorary Consul of Estonia, Peter Rafaeli,
Honorary Consul of the Czech Republic.

George Drost, Rick Hirschhaut, Marietta Ryba, Duke Dellin, Peter Rafaeli. 

Holocaust Remembrance
Committee Celebrates Opening 
The Holocaust Remembrance Committee, the museum’s
young leadership, held a special opening event for
members on April 29.  The group hosts social and 
educational events throughout the year and works with 
survivors through the Generation to Generation project.
For more information or to join, please contact Julie
Avchen at 847.967.4867. ■

Galit Greenfield, HRC Education Chair Jesse Greenberg, HRC Secretary
Susie Brown, and Micha Siegel.

Sir Winton Honored
On May 21, nearly 300 community members gathered at the
museum to honor the heroism of Sir Nicholas Winton, who
saved the lives of 669 Jewish Czech children on the eve of
World War II by sending them to safety in Great Britain.
Among those present were Dr. Renata Laxova and Mrs.
Marietta Ryba, two of the Winton Children.  They were
joined by members of the Chicago Consular Corps, led by
Consul General Marek Skolil of the Czech Republic and
Consul General James Clark of Great Britain, American
Friends of the Czech Republic, Prague Committee of the
Chicago Sister Cities, and American Jewish Committee 
members. A reception, remarks by Honorary Consul of 
the Czech Republic Peter Rafaeli, and a screening of the
documentary film “The Power of Good” combined to 
celebrate Sir Nicholas, who had observed his 100th birthday
in London just days before. ■

HRC President Beth Kibort leads a group through the museum’s Karkomi
Permanent Exhibition.
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Become a Member Today!
As an annual member, you will take part in a powerful movement teaching 
lessons of hope and compassion that will create a generation that will transform
the future. 

Help share the dream of the new Illinois Holocaust Museum & Education Center 
by becoming an Annual Member.  Your membership entitles you to:

• Free museum admission

• Special access to scholarly lectures and workshops

• 10% off all items in the Legacy Shop

• Unlimited access to the Brill Family Resource Center, with thousands of
books, extensive multi-media collections, and a computer lab with direct
access to the Midwestern archives of the USC-Shoah Foundation Institute

• For survivors, a special lounge for meeting and visiting in the museum

Prices and Levels:
Annual Membership:
Individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40

Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75 

(Includes up to 4 family members)

Survivor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25

Sustaining Membership:
Supporter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250

Sponsor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500

Patron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1000

For more information about joining or to sign up today, please visit our website at
www.ilholocaustmuseum.org, or call the development office at 847.967.4507.

Museum staff would like to sincerely
thank the many docents and volunteers
who have helped the museum thrive
during its opening months.  Docents,
who committed to an intensive 22-week
training, have already led more than 70
school groups through the museum.
More than 350 volunteers give directions,
answer questions, and offer a welcoming
presence. Volunteers have logged nearly
2,500 hours of work since the museum
opened in April.  We are grateful for
their help. ■

A Note from a Docent…
I have felt so honored to be part of all of this—the true 
meaning, importance, and impact of this amazing museum
can only be dreamed.  Getting off the bus at the Gala dinner, 
I felt like I was walking on hallowed ground.   

After just these few short weeks, each of us has amazing 
stories to tell of those we have met.  I am so honored to be a
small cog in this huge wheel.   All of the docents feel a huge
sense of ownership and pride in the museum, which is of
course due to all of the work of the staff, the administrators,
donors, organizers, and most importantly the amazing survivors
who made this all happen!

To have a renewed passion to learn, to be involved, to share, 
to discuss, to study, to reflect, and to do it again and again has
been sparked by my involvement in the Illinois Holocaust
Museum & Education Center.  What better reward can there
be in life?

With enormous sincerity, 

Rita Mathias

Volunteer docents.
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Richard S. Hirschhaut  
Executive Director

Nancy Libman Luck 
Executive Assistant

David Kurzmann 
Program Assistant

Evette L. Simon 
Director of Operations 

Julie Avchen 
Assistant Director of Operations

David Smart 
Director of Security

Ilan Levine 
Assistant Director of Security

Hallie Rosen 
Director of Visitor and Volunteer Services

John Klimek 
IT Manager

Keith Kijek 
Accounting Manager

Frank Weissman 
Retail Manager

Tony Scheurich 
Building Operations Manager

Omar Ortiz 
Building Custodian

Susana Meza 
Administrative Assistant, Operations

Barbara Carter Berger 
Director of Development and Marketing 

Patricia White 
Director of Corporate Relations

Sarah Beth Warshauer 
Development Coordinator

Jessica Bialorucki Lindholm 
Development Coordinator

Laura Iwanenko 
Donor Relations Coordinator

Bethany L. Fleming 
Curator of Collections

Susan Lerner 
Registrar

Renny Bergeron 
Collections Manager 

Noreen Brand 
Director of Education 

Kelley H. Szany 
Associate Director of Education 

Lillian Polus Gerstner 
Director of Special Projects 

Matthew Sackel
Librarian 

Alexis Storch 
Youth Educator 

Laura Krain 
Education Coordinator

Bettina Auge 
ARSP Intern

Museum StaffAround the Museum



Capital Campaign Gifts*
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$1,000,000+
Anonymous
The Brill Family Foundation
Lawrence Ellison
Lawrence and Lillian Goodman 

Family Foundation
State of Illinois
Zev and Shifra Karkomi
The Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation
J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation

$500,000 to $999,999
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund & Mr. and 

Mrs. Joel M. Friedman
Lawrence and Brenda Feis
Michael and Jacqueline Ferro
Glenview State Bank
The Irving Harris Foundation
McCormick Foundation 
The Smolyansky Family Foundation &   

Lifeway Foods, Inc.
Bruce and Elizabeth White

$250,000 to $499,999
Phillip and Sandra Cooper
Arie & Ida Crown Memorial Foundation
Exelon Corporation
Peter and Ann Gershanov, Fred Gershanov,   

Holly and Norm Nelson & Ellen and 
Jeff London

Golder Family Foundation
James and Ann Goodman
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
William and Lisa Libman
McDonald’s USA 
Glen and Wendy Miller Family Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
John W. and Jeanne M. Rowe
Sacks Family Foundation
Rick and Lynda Strusiner & 

Monte C. Strusiner
The Swibel Family
Eugene and Delores Zemsky

$100,000 to $249,999
James and Wendy Abrams
Arnstein & Lehr
Bank of America
Mark and Joanie Bergen & Loretta 

and Allan Kaplan
Deutsche Bank
Bernice Elbin
Friedmann Family Charitable Trust
Larry and Laura Gerber, Phillip, Neal, 

Daniel and Carly
The Gilford-Atkins Families Foundation
Golub & Co.
Marion Freeman Green Educational Fund
Gary and Sheila Handwerker
Pawel and Jolanta Hardej
Samuel R. and Janice (Dede) Harris
The Harris Family Foundation
Buz and Joey Hoffman

Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation

The Ronald and Mary Ann 
Lachman Foundation

Fay and Daniel Levin
Elaine and Donald Levinson
Mark and Elyce Metzner & Family
Daniel and Martha Michael
Microsoft Corporation
Jack and Goldie Wolfe Miller 

Family Foundation
North Shore Community Bank & Trust 

Company and Northbrook Bank & 
Trust Company

Northern Trust
PNC
The Private Bank and Trust Company
Publications International
Albert Ratner
Marvin and Jan Rotter J.S.J. 

Family Foundation
Steve and Margie Safran
Harvey and Yetta Saltzman
Keith and Marci Shapiro
David and Susie Sherman
Florence & Laurence Spungen 

Family Foundation
Manfred and Fern Steinfeld & Tim and 

Jill Cunniff
Cole Taylor Bank & The Taylor Family
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Jerry Waxler
Louis Weber
The Family of Ida and Irving Wenger

$25,000 to $ 99,999
Richard and Louise Abrahams
Bruce and Ann Bachmann
Balyasny Family Foundation
Jerry and Adrienne Bauer
Barbara Bluhm-Kaul Foundation
Brian and Gail Boorstein & Warren Baker
Johanna Starkopf Brainin and 

Garry Brainin
Laren and Jesse Brill
Joan and William Brodsky and Family
Caryn Weiner and Howard Ellman
Fifth Third Bank
Jacob J. Fink Charitable Foundation
Rabbi Morris and Lala Fishman
Charles and Sheri Fox
Helga Franks
Philip and Ellen Glass
Avrum and Joyce Gray & Family
The Mitchel A. Greenberg Family
Jack and Donna Greenberg
Stewart and Rochelle Grill
Michael and Ellen Gross
Gutman Family Foundation
The Hechtman Family
Ken, Scott and Adam Hirsch & 

Myron Schreck
Myron and Dovie Horvitz

Diane S. Israel & David Adam Israel
Robert and Phyllis Jaffee
Keith and Caryl Jaffee
JPMorgan Chase
Robert and Nancy Kalman
The Family of Sandor and Margit Kirsche
The Koenig Family
The Families of Leslie, Ira, Harley and 

Marc Korman
Kraft Foods
The Estate of Edith Kromery
Ronald and Carole Kushner
Mark Levine and Andrea Kott
Karen and Daniel Lee & Family
Dr. Herbert A. Lippitz
MB Financial Bank
Motorola Foundation
Glenn and Lynn Movish
The Muenster Family
Neiman Marcus
Michael and Nicole Nortman
The Pattis Family Foundation
Jeffry and Caroline Pfeffer, Ira and Valerie 

Pfeffer & Stanley and Christine Pfeffer
Ray Israel Piterman
Podolsky Family Foundation
The Polk Family Charitable Fund
The John and Lisa Pritzker Family Fund  
Bernard and Suzanne Pucker
RBC Foundation
Michael Rembaum & Family
Howard and Helaine Resnick
Philip and Mindy Rosenberg
Michael and Andrea Rosengarden
Gregory H. Sachs
Richard and Jacqueline Salomon
The Family of Jacqueline and 

Marvin Schwartz
Norman Schwartz
Michael and Roberta Seedman 

Family Foundation
Chris and Karen Segal
Segal Family Foundation
Zadok and Susan Segev
Sony Electronics
Jay and Mindy Sterns
Michael and Jane Strauss
Michael Supera Family Foundation
The Thalheimer Family
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Wellek
Randall and Karen Winters

$10,000 to $24,999
The Ackerman Family
Albany Bank & Trust Company
Jeffrey and Jamie Annenberg
Judith L. and Robert D. Appelbaum 
Marshall and Arlene Atlas & Family
Marshall and Abbe Bauer
Jeanette Bell, Sheldon Bell & Enid and
Howard Golden
Judge Gerald C. Bender & Judge Michael 

Ian Bender

The Bensman Family
Baker Robbins & Co.
Barbara and Ira Berger
Avi and Nancy Bernstein
The Family of Felicia Galas Munn Brenner 
Gershon Brenner
Jeff and Helene Brodsky
Donald Chanan
The Chicago Bulls
The Chicago White Sox
Barbara and Roe Conn
David R. Crawford
Earl and Marilyn Dann
Phyllis, Ted, Paul and Rachel Davis
The Deblinger Family
Dr. Michael and Deby Eisenberg
Aaron and Jackie Elster & Family
The Englander Family
Steve Farber and Maria Quinlan
Barbara and Lenny Feldman
William and Rita Fisher
The Edward and Sherry Fox Family
Fritzie Fritzshall
The Garson Family
Scott and Lisa Gendell
Sonia Gilbert
Marvin and Rodi Glass
Jeffrey Goldberg and Lynn Black
Ilanit, Steven, Tamara and Emily Goodman
Miriam Bern Schencker Goldberger
Michael and Karla Goldman
Mark Grach, Shelley Stern Grach & 

Stephanie Grach
The Great Vest Side Club
Lyhn and Alex Green
James and Renee Greenspon
Kurt Gutfreund
David Hafft & Co.
Barbara and George Hanus
Robert and Diane Heller
Alma S. Herbst Trust
Pamela (Penny) Herbst
Jay and Judy Heyman
Richard and Susan Hirschhaut and Family
The Hochberg and Lowenstein Families
Adam Hoeflich
Rosylen Hoffman
Irene Horn and Family
Joel and Jill Hurwitz
Robert and Monica Israel
Sherwin Jarol
JCCC Foundation 
Gregory K. Jones
Boris and Tamara Kacel
Calvin and Carole Kanter
Susan Karkomi and Marvin Leavitt
Gary and Nancy Kass & Craig and Donna Yale
Friends and Family of Cipora Katz
Dr. Marvin Katz
Steve and Lori Kaufman 
Ira and Judy Kirsche 
The Klaff Family Foundation
Marilyn Klein

Leslie and Richard Korengold  
The Lowell and Caryn Kraff Family
Richard and Heni Krammer
Dr. Jeffry, Julie, Jeremy and 

Jessica Kreamer
Rick Kruger and Erica Kruger
The Brent and Eileen Kugman Family
Ronald and Doris Lazarus, Matthew and 

Jennifer Seidner & Brad Lazarus
Kenneth Lehman
James and Diane Levy
Mark and Sandy Levin
Cort and Julie Lewis
Max and Sondra Lorig
The Mammel Foundation
Jerry and Lillian Mann
James Mann
Lynne and Ron Marks
McKnight Kurland Bacceli
Norcom Inc.
National Council of Jewish Women, 

Evanston-Niles Section 
Leonard and Beverly Nieder
Niles Township Government
Alex and Helen Pinsky
Ralph and Enid Rehbock
John Reilly Photography
Richard and Helen Rivkin
Julian Rose
Lester and Norma Rosenberg & Lee 

and Nancy Rosenberg
Fred and Dena Rothschild
Saks Fifth Avenue
David and Susan Saltzman
The Schachtel Family 
Ron Schwechter and Family
Lynn and Irvin Shapiro 
Jeff and Judy Silverman
Fred Sinay
Mitchell and Valerie Slotnick
The Smolyansky-Burdeen 

Family Foundation
Jay and Carol Sorkin
The Strusiner & DeGraff Families
Bruce and Elaine Teitelbaum
Richard and Ilene Tucker
The Family of Albert and Tybal Weinberg
Weinstein Funeral Home, Piser Funeral 

& Lloyd Mandel Levayah Funerals 
Alan and Helen Weisman
Ron and Wendy Weiss
Bruce and Tammy Werner Family 
Michael and Lauren Winter
Young Presidents’ Organization 
Lois and Max Zuckerman

*As of July 15, 2009

Opportunities still exist. The campaign continues. Call 847-967-4502



“I think it’s important that this place of remembrance and learning is here. Not only

because of what happened in Skokie three decades ago, but because it is in the 

heartland of the country.  We don’t want the only people remembering to be in

Washington and New York and Los Angeles.  The heartland of America needs to 

know the same thing.  I was astonished by the beauty of the building, the power of 

the artifacts, the oral histories, and the wonderful historical record.  Even though I’ve

been to Yad Vashem three or four times and the museum in Washington twice, and 

I was there when we opened one in New York City, and have toured the offices of the

Shoah Foundation, I still learned something in your place today.  There is always more

to learn.  It struck me as particularly significant that this will be one of the last, if not

the last museums to be built in the United States with the direct participation of

Survivors.  Still, as long as this museum stands every person who enters its doors 

will be enlightened and empowered by those direct memories.” ■

– President Bill Clinton, April 19, 2009
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